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1 . DURING CALL AT SA COMMERCE DEPT lULY 15 ON SEVERAL 
MATTERS, ECON COUNSELLOR RAISED IMPORT SURCHARGE WITH KOK, 
HEAD OF GATT DIVISION. KOK, WHO PREFERS TERM "REVENUE DUTY" 
TO "SURCHARGE", SAID SAG EELT IT HAD ACTED WITH CONSIDERABLE 
CAUTION TO INSURE 15 PERCENT ADDED DUTY DID NOT AFFECT ANY 
OF GATT BINDINGS AND THEREFORE IT DOES NOT CONSIDER IT HAS 
AN OBLIGATION TO REPORT. 

2. ECON COUNSELLOR MENTIONED SPANISH PRECEDENT AND EACT 
THAT WE ARE INTERESTED IN PRINCIPLE OF SUCH MEASURES BEING 
REPORTED. KOK SAID IF US INSISTED, SA MIGHT AGREE TO 

REPORT BUT WOULD ADD QUALIEYING ANNOUNCEMENT THAT IT EELT 
ITS ACTION FELL OUTSIDE OE GATT. HE ADDED THAT SAG WOULD 
GREATLY PREFER DEALING BILATERALLY WITH US IF WE HAD 
QUESTIONS ABOUT SURCHARGE. 
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3. KOK ALSO ALLUDED TO DISPOSITION OF SAG TO KEEP 
LOWEST POSSIBLE PROFILE IN INTERNATIONAL FORA TO 

AVOID GIVING HOSTILE COUNTRIES OPENINGS TO MOUNT POLITICAL 
ATTACKS. 

4. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE REASONING PARA 3 IS PRIMARY 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

FACTOR IN SOUTH AFRICAN RELUCTANCE TO REPORT. WHILE WE 
BELIEVE SOUTH AERICANS WOULD, IN A SHOW OF COOPERATION, 

REPORT THE SURCHARGE IE PRESSED BY US, WE QUESTION 
WHETHER ISSUE IS SUBSTANTIAL ENOUGH THAT WE SHOULD PLACE 
OURSELVES IN POSITION OP MAKING STRONGER APPEAL FOR THIS 
CONCESSION. 

BOWDLER 
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